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THE 
PREFACE. 


8 RxA DER, 
HAPS the candid Reader er- 
pects a reaſon to be given for this 
In being printed. Very well, 2 
1 And, 


1 firſt place; That I have been 
much among ſtrangers, who were very 
inquiſitive, both» about the family, 
and myſelf in pirteular, Therefore, for 
the better underſtanding of the matter, 
and for the pleaſure and profit of thoſe 
who chuſe to peruſe the ſame, I have 


ul ACE 
written it down in a plain and eaſy ile, FE 
that the ſinalleſt” capacity may c compre- 
hend it; knowing well, that if the illi- 

erate underſtang the learned muſt ; . as 
in water face anſwereth to face, ſo the 


heart of man to man.“ Prov, xxvii. 19. 
F 7 . * — * F ; - * 
kf C* 


As Am: ; It was not done as ſoon as 
thought of, for that was done long ago, 
but being ſo} eager for learning, it was 
poſtponed hitherto, though very often 
on my mind. Now, not being engaged 
| in learning the languages ſo much, but 
being led to reflect [more on my life, 1 
was W conſtrained to Write it 
down. | 33 


I wovrp not have it thought that I am 
too forward in ſpeaking or writing about 
divine things becauſe J have done this, 
for I am quite the reverſe; namely, too 
reſerved, and have: ſuffered much by he- 
ing tov backward both in ſpeaking and 
ee * Tp writing 
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writing about ſpirituals, more ſo, indeed, 
in ſpeaking than in writing, which was 
one reaſon for Foy whting this. a | 


Too 8 1 may — fore Hom ; 
the experience that I had of the comfort 
and benefit which I have received bx 
talking about divine things, about the 
love of Jeſus; the beauty and glory of 
Jeſus; the love of Jeſus melting my own | 
foul into remorſe and ſorrow; and like- 
wiſe the influence his love has had on my 
ſoul, drawing it to 2 * bringing 
me to love bim. | age: 


Tux 2 improvement of my i 8 
the joy alſo which has acerued to me 
from ſpeaking and writing about the 
fame has been ſo great, that my back- 

wardneſs to it has cauſed me much ſor- 
row. The comfort received thereby. 
has occaſioned me frequently to think 
much of thoſe paſſages of ſcripture, which _ 

| give 
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dive a particular account of the piety of 


the ancients im this reſpect: Then 
they that feared the Lord ſpake often one 
to another, and the Lord hearkened and 


heard it; and a book of remembrance 
was written before him for there that 
feared the Lord, and thought upon his 
name,“ Mal. Bi. 16. © Coine, and hear 

all ye that fear God, &c. Pſalm Kvi. 16. 


- - Did the ancient worthies do ſo in their 

day} Why, then, ſhould not we in our 
prefent day? Our ſucceſſors likewiſe do io. 
Are ſuch doings pleaſing to God, and good, 
and profitable to ourſelves and others? 
For what reaſon then ſhould we be 
- WM it, or backwatd tate it? 


Opfgerres 1. But then wks ſhould 
you ſpeak or write about it for it to be 
made public, becauſe you give no ac- 
count of any extraordinary revelation or 
vißor that you have received from the 


Led? 


ANSWER, 


PREFACE wi 
 AnSwzn: I have as occaſion, neither 
"is it now to be expected, nor is it noceſs 
are requifite, ate revealed to us in the 
ſcriptures. As ſoon as they were m 
pleat, the ſpirit of revelation ceaſed; ſo 
chat we are now to apply to them, 48 
containing ſo awch of the Lord's md 
and will that is neceflary for our preſent 
and future happineſs, and contains more 
of the mind of the Lord than. any can 
come to know pertectiy while they ars ja 
this imperted ſtate. | 


nn 221 
Quz. 4. But, then, you give. oo ae. 


count. of any wonderful force in the work | 
of converſion that came upon you, which | 
was a means of knocking you down ag 


Ausw. Tru ts the Lond xt 
| fined to any one particular way in bring- 


ing his people to the knowledge of hi- 
6 ſelf, 
* , 


+ $111 


* Pb R E T 4 e . 


ſelf. He may deal with them thus; but 


it appears, that his general way is by 
awakening them to a ſenſe of ſome fin or 
7 fins' committed, fo making them ſorry for 
it. In the next place he brings them to 
believe in Chriſt ; for this is the work 
of God, that ye believe on him whom he 
hath ſent;“ or the work of God is te 
bring them to believe on him, &c. John 


Vi. 29. 80 the ſoul is enlightened and 
enlivened with the ſpecial influences of 


the Holy Ghoſt, is refreſhed with the 


grace of God, -and drawn by the love of 
the Lord to love him, and keep his com- 


mandments: Or the Lord. may bring 


ſome of his people to himſelf, by bring- 
ing them to a ſweetneſs in religions ſer- 
vices ; to ſee ſomething excellent in re- 
Tigion ; and ſo are brought to know the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent, 

which to know experimentally i is life ete 
nal, John xvü. 3. The Lord has divers 


Ways s in bringing, his People to himſelf. 
2 He 


I 


K | 
. *. = 
- — 
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He makes afflictions diſappointments, 
loſſes, alarmings, &c. &c. uſeful to his 


people, in bringing about this moſt neceſ- 
fary and important end; ; namely, 1 in call- 


ing them to himſelf. 


Ong]. 3. True; but another thing has 
now occurred to my mind, which is, 
Vou have performed no miracle; you 
have given no account of any remarkable 


ſign of your faith being right and ſaving. 


Axsw. A miracle is ſomething that is 


done contrary to the common cauſe of | 


things, and they are of various kinds ; 
ſuch were thoſe. which the Lord Jeſus 
did, in the days of his incarnation, by 
making the blind to ſee, the lame to walk, 


_ cleanſing the lepers, making the deaf to 


hear, and raiſing the dead, Luke vii. 22. 


Such miracles as theſe, with many others, 
the Lord Jeſus performed, and likewiſe 


enabling many of his ſervants, before and 


after that time, to perform a variety of 
b mars 


* 


ET AS 
6 


E. 
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miracles, by giving them power to heal 
all manner of diſeaſes and ſickneſſes, and 
power over unclean ſpirits, Matt. 10. 1. 
Which miracles, in general, are ceaſed; 
but miracles of another kind are not; 0 
which, perhaps, Chriſt may refer to woen 
he ſpoke theſe words, Verily I ſay unto 
you, among them that are born of wo- 
men, there hath. not riſen a gteater than 
John the Baptiſt; notwithſtanding, he 
that is leaſt in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he, Matt. xi. 11. Again, 
Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, He that 
believeth on me the works that I do, ſhall 
he do alſo, and greater works than theſe 
ſhall he do, &c.“ John xiv. 12. So that 
miraeles of ſome kind are not yet ceaſed. 
Who does not perceive it to be a miracle, 
and perhaps not the leaſt, for a perſon to 
be brought to believe in Chriſt ſavingly, 
and ſo of courſe be enabled, by Chriſt, 
to keep his commandinents, who, had 
lived a wicked life before ?. Fn 
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53 +1 — 2 120112 Oo 2 ff % 4-4 14 14144 : 


4 
? N P , __ 
. K : 0 7 
22408 £42 4 On'! 
| ” 


is - 


S R E F ACER 


On! what a miracle for a perſon to be 
rifen from a death of fin unto a life of righ- 
reoufneſs ! which is what we are now 
chiefly" to attend to. And.likewiſe, in 
the next place, for a perſon to be made 
uſeful, as the Lord's ſervant, for edifying 
his people, and awakening others to ſeek 
bim while he is to be found. Such works 
are of a miraculous kind that ceaſe not 
even now. | | 


„None it: we. are hke Naaman-the-Sy- 
rian, 2 Kings v. 13. for ſomething great, 
let us Uu on n theſe things. 


| Oh 4. Ki is true, but yet if a + wind | 
make his life public, by giviug an ac- 
count of the divine impreſſion he has re- 
ceived fiom the Lord, and ſhould flip or 
fall, after which wicked people are wiſh- 
. | . : ' . 3 
ing and continually looking for, ſo that 
they will take an occaſion to reproach 
| aeg. | 


— 


b 4 - Answ. 


F e 


Artsw. They will, and fo they do 2 If 
a perſon be only a profeſſor of religion, 
their hatred to it is fo great, that they 
will reproach him and his religion too, 
not only while he is hring, but even af- 
ter his a 


gm: likewiſe the vanities and follies of | 
childhood and youth, which -a faithful 
perſon will freely ſpeak and write about 
in ſincerity and with much fimplicity, 
ſinners will make ſport of and ridicule; as 
they did thoſe that are found in ente 


Bur why ſhould this hinder the Lord's 
people from going on with ſo good and 
neceflary work, knowing that they are 
right, and that their cauſe is good, and 
that jt is the errors of men, they nop 
knowing the ſcriptures, nor the power - 

of God, nor indeed themſe]ves, which is 
the only reaſon why they do ſo. * Ye dg 
err, not + knowing 1 the ſcriptures, nor the. 


8 | power 


— 
*» a 
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power of God,“ Matt. xxii. 29. Be- 
cauſe the way of man is not in himſelf; 
it is not in man that walketh to direct his 
own ſteps,” Jer. x, 23. For a juſt man 
falleth ſeven times, and riſeth up again,” 
Pſalm xxiv. 16. But we are not of thoſe 
that deſire to draw back any; and if we 
ſhould, it is not to perdition, becauſe we 


are of thoſe that believe to the faving of 
the foul, Heb. x. 39- 


* Wrar need have I to ſay” more? Time 
would fail me to relate all: therefore, 
O ye ſinners! © rejoice not againſt | me, 
O mine enemy: when I fall 1 ſhall riſe ; 
when I fit in darkneſs, the Lord ſhall be 
a light unto me,” Mic. vii. 8, f 


Wnar has been ſaid, reſpecting this, 
ſhall ſuffice. I am come, therefore, in the 
next and laſt thing that I ſhall now ſpeak 
unto; which is, concerning ſinners, the 
ſons and daughters of Bacchus, or Belial, 

| who 
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ho · make ſpurt of aud ridicne the Lord's 
paople,: becauſe they ſpeak with much 
eameſtunſs of the vanities. aud, follies of 
thaw childhoad and youth, 80 wall. as 
e ee ; 


Sto} 3: 3 


No to this. matter ; ; "har ſhall I ay, 
ves Nhat peed I fay, when that excel- 
lent book the Bible, ö ; teaches me (0 that 


we knew more what it contains 10) that 
there is a God that judges in the earth, 


Who! will, reward the righteous? Pfglm 
Iv 51. Meß, vgrily, there: is a God 
who will bring ſinners to repentance in 
tippe, * og FOE: 5 
e e 


but rather give "ou to wrath, for it is 


Witten, 26 Vengeance is mine; I will 
vepax. ſaith the Lord, wes Rom. xii. 19. 
Words to this effect may be found in 
Heb. x. 30. and in many places elſe- 


where. Therefore why ſhould we mind 
what 


PR E. AC E. W 
what they ſay or do; for if they injure 
our perſons, names, characters, or proper- 
ties, they will be brought to repentance, 
or ſuffer for it; and the righteous will 
have ample amends made them in this 
world, or in that to come, by the Judge 
of all, namely, the Lord Jeſus. There- 
fore why ſhould we be offended with 
them? No; rather let us pity, yea, ra- 
ther pray for them, knowing that their 
ſtate is bad; yes, exceeding dangerous 
now, and if not altered or changed in time, 
they muſt be moſt deplorable to all eter- 
nity; which the Lord of his infinite 
mercy preyent, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, is 
the ſincere deſire, and earneſt wiſh of © 
your friend and ſervant in the goſpel, | 


J. B. 
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CONCISE ACCOUNT. 


Dear FRIENDS, | 


eg 


in particular my dear young 


friends, to whom, by ink and paper, I 


now chiefly ſpeak, to give you an account 
of the hope that is in unworthy me, 
which I hope, through divine grace, I 
ſhall be enabled to do with — and 
in e 8 


| adn before I ay. any * repetding 
| myſelf, I ſhall ſay a little concerning 


the families of the Bickertons, though it 
may ſeem to border on vain-glory, by 


the cenſoejous,! but not by the candid. 


reader. vie ©1163 ViCiit hb £3 11 Ts 2 
5 on 
| | $380 ws N 1 


So 


A 


HO may peruſe theſe lines, and 


— 


>... far 1 as I can d learn, they 5 

originally from the Normans, and came 
into England with William the Con- 
queror. In the time of Charles I. they 
had their eſtates ſequeſtered by Oliver 


Eromwell, they being on the royal party's 
ſide. Their place of reſidence at that 


time was Maiden-Caſtle, on Bickerton 
Hills, in Cheſhire, near the road that 
leads from Whichurch to Cheſter. Their 


caat of arms was the three broad arrgws, 


which now may be ſeen at the Vail Royal 


in Cheſter, or at the Herald Office in Lone 1 


don, which, I have: been told, is the 
ſecond o third coat of arms in en 


2 ROME Cahn. 5500 


Turin — were fuederih 1 the 
civil war, by Oliver Cromwell,” as al- 


ready. bath been obſerved, and thraugh 
wildneſs, diſſipation, and wickedaefs, 
thay were not cightly ought for, ſa but 
latle, was, had again, and that was 


waſted by, ſo much extravagance, that 
they had in a ſhort time — a litele to 


| live on. 
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> he time * as were 0 reduced 
one of the family married a. relation of 
the Rev. Mr. Henery, who was a pious 
perſon, and ſomewhat diffuſed religion 
into the family. So remarkable a turn 
now, a pp as, with ptaiſe to free 
grace may it be ſpoken, , many from 
thence t came real ſervints of the 
Lord, were, and are bleſſed, not only with 
ſpirituals, but temporals exceedingly ; ſo 
true it ia that godlineſs hath the promiſe 
of the life that now is, aud that which is 
to come, 1 Tim. iv. 8. Again, the hand 
of the diligent maketh rich, Prov. 4. 4. 
What, O what a providence was the 
generation exerciſed with, in 

brought low in temporals, but riſen, yea 
enriched abundantly with ſpirituals, and 
likewiſe a ſufficiency of temporals: Well 
it is to have a portion in the world, but 
a great bleſſing it is not to have the world 
for our portion only; to have a ſpiritual 
portion is the greateſt of bleſſings, Oh! 
how marvellous are the Lord's. ways in. 
bringing his people into his ſpiritual 
kingdom, that 1s, righteouſneſs, peace 
A's 2 and 


— 


and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. xiv. 117. 
to. enjoy the bleſſings of the grace of the 
goſpel of our Lord and Saviour, and to be 
made meet ET . the rag _— 
* of glory, t 
B Wes e 8 will be, 
To view the Great, the Triune Three; 
Enrich'd with bleſſings all divine, 
Thro' Chriſt the true, the precious / 
2 Vine: | 
Enrob'd: with righteouſneſs divine, 6 
* In which, Oh! how moſt ee 
(| thine}: 15 HH i 
In pleaſure too, with hav ant; 
Oh! what a great, a glorious ſtate! 
On which no more I now ſhall man 
£9 For endleſs tis thoſe joys to tell; 
+ The providence to me ſeem'd great, 
n wh account 1 this relate, 


3 


* 
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' COME. now to G peak ſomewhat. c con- 
T cerning myſelf; and what ſhall: I fay,; 
nothing that 1s wrong? yea, be it far from, 
me to ſay any thing but what I well re- 
member, both reſpecting the blackneſs 5 
of myſelf, as well as my comelineſs in 
Chriſt ; and firſt, aſcending to the factheſt 
of my remembrance, can I ſay that I. 
have been a Nazarite from the womb, 
or that from a child, I have known the 
holy ſeriptures? far from it, yea much 
rather, my dear young fellow-ſinners, 
have I been, with grief may it be ſpoken, 
a tranſſ greflor from the womb; for though | 
I had. the privilege of having pious 

N 


. 

. parents, 28 2 — 3 is, with - 
out doubt, to be reſtrained from practi- 
ſing wickedneſs, to be inſtructed by their 
word and example, to be intereſted in 
their prayers, and in the prayers of their 
pious miniſters, which unſpeakable ad- 
vantage T had, through my parents hear- 

ing that dear and honoured miniſter, the 

Rev. Mr. Holland, and his ſucceſſors, at 

Wem, (for the prayers of the righte- 

ous avail much,” James v. 16. Another 
privilege likewiſe, which now juſt occurs 

ro my mind, I muſt not omit, and that 
is; having pidus telations, eſpecially anceſ- 
tors, and particularly tie Rev. Mr. Henery, 

Who has already been mentioned, and 
Bis, 1 doubt not, offered up many a 
devout and fervent prayer for his ſuc- | 

g relations, as well as for poor fin» 
nerd if general. A privilege great indeed 
is this, for it is well known that the pro- 
rAiſe iv, 45 it is faid, to them and to their 
children, AAs ii. 3 39. by which great and 
precious promiſes we all are made parta- 

kers of the divine nature, 2 Pet. i. 4. 


Bye Ge 1 üer upon theſe things as pri- 
vileges 


R 

vileges then? No; far fram it: for 1 
being of a light turn af mind, and having 
2 great flow of ſpirits, none gould be mot 
averſe to them than I Was; nathing 
could be more irkſome to any than learn» 
ing religious things, religious ezereiſes, 
and alſo religious company was to mea 
they were ſo weariſome to me, that 1 
hated them; ſo true it is that the carnal 
mind is enmity againſt God, Rom. viii. 
7. I was ſo much averſe to divine things. 
as even to hate them, much leſs to receive 
them. Oh! the ſtate of the natural 


mind, not to receive the things af the 
Spirit of God, 1 Cor. ii. 14. 


"I USED "rather to Ace 3 1 
thougbt the places where they reſided 
looked very neat ; the miniſters themes 
ſelves I thought looked well, and muſk 
de happy, if any people were; but yet 
it was nat agreeable to be much with 


them; it dazzled my eyes that 1 FT 
not well look on them. 


8 a 
Ir was whth-s me as I have already Gd, 
ill , was about twelve or thirteen, and 


then 


ES 

then Providence removed the family out 
of Shropſhire into Herefordſhire, to a 
place where 'there was no religion near; 
the neareſt that was, was about eight 
or ten miles off, where my parents uſed 
to go ſometimes, and the inhabitants 
| being much accuſtomed to carnal ſports 
and pleaſures at all times, but more on 
the Sunday, this being agreeable to me, 
and having ſome liberty, being influenced 
by their example, yea even enticed, I 
was | led to do as they did, though 


rather unknown to my parents, eſpeci- 
ally that I did ſo on n the Sunday. 


80 I lived about three or four years, 
without thinking much about any thing, 
whether 1 did right or wrong. If any 
thought aroſe about it being wrong to 
8 do ſo, Juſed to think I was not ſo bad 
as others; I did not ſwear nor ſteal, &c. 
therefore I had no need to heſitate about 
it; ſo the former thoughts were ſquaſhed, 
Oh! my dear young friends, let us 
beware of bad examples * - 


*S a < 4 
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AFTER 


w 
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ArrER 1 Had lived in this manher for 


the ſpace of four or five years, I wetit 


into Shropſhire to ſchool, to one Hilditch 


at Wem, a very excellent teacher, and 
having a brother living near Wem, Lre- 
ſided with bim. a | 


1 LIVED now among religious people, | 
and eſpecially with my brother, who 
was very ſteady, living a religious life, 


-and remarkable devout in prayer, which 
N. often * to Wonder mane at. 


Dian now I had my PT yet 
was I led to attend upon divine ſervice on 
the Sunday, not becauſe of any liking 
that I had to it, or benefit that I received 
from it; ſo far as T can tell; as I have 


often thought of it ſince, it could be 


nothing which induced me to go, but 
being accuſtomed ſo ſome time before, 


and the example of thoſe now around me. 


My time through the week was taken 
up in learning, which 1 Applied eloſe 


unto, 


vp. ! 


3 I HAD 
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I gap a pious ſiſter, who lived Hye or 
fix miles diſtant from the place where 
my brother, already mentioned, lived, 
near Shawbury, where the Rer. Mr. 
Decourſy then preached, and near a gen- 
tleman's hall, called Hardwick, where 
Lady Huntingdon's and other miniſters, 


uſed to preach. 7 


| 1 Horz the candid reader will not 
think me prolix, though I am particular, 

| becauſe a remarkable providence ſeems 
to have attended me hitherto. 


Tus Siſter, lately mentioned, who 
was earneſt for the cauſe of religion, 
-entreated me exceeeting kindly, which 
drew me much that way; ſo I went to 
Shawybury and Hardwick, not to hear the 

word of God from the miniſters, which 

_ * IL oughtto have done, but to take notice 
of the miniſters and the people, their 

appearance and 3 * n 


. Was 14 


IN 


ten! 


In; this way I. went on for forte time, 
till I received the firſt divine impreſſions 
upon my mind, I will not poſitively 
mention the exaQ time of the firſt 
awakenings of my mind, nor any par- 
ticular part of ſcripture, that, by the 
agency of the Holy Spirit, was the means 
of my firſt awakenings ; but, about this 
time, I well remember, I was awakened, 
fo. as to take notice of miniſters earneſt- 
neſs; and, on a certain time, when that 
dear and hanaured ſervant of the Lord, 
the Rev. Mr. Decourſy, was pointing 
out to the people the life of the righteous 
and that of the wicked, and that it would 
go ill with the wicked, I was ſo brought 
. to attend, that hy pondering on it Aer, 
1 Ts led to think that I ated the part 

of the wicked, eſpecially when I uſed 
to follow the pleaſures of the time on 


| by Sanjay; : 


Ne ow. 1 kenny to think different to mh 
I had done before: I uſed to think before 


* 


that I was better than others, but now 
I thought otherwiſe; and more ſo be- 
cauſe I had broken the ſabbath. But 

„„ 


L 

the trouble that was in my mind was 
removed, and the fear which aroſe in my 
heart was rather ſquaſhed, by thinking 
that I would do better, and eſpecially on 
the Sunday; beſides I would mind where 
and what the text was, when I went 
again to hear preaching, which I did, 1 
very well remember, for that evening I 
went to Hardwick, after I had h&ard the 
Rev. Mr. Decourſy, as hath already been 
faid, at which time Sir Richard Hill, of 
Hawkſton, preached, and I well remember 
his text was, Buy the truth and ſell! 
it not,” Prov. xxiii. 23. He pleaſed me 
much, but I did not remember ay thing 
ere of 1 ie aſter; © © 


* 


r after this I left the ſchool, ag? 


returning into Herefordfhire, I left what 
little religion I had alfo, and thought 
nothing more about it, till, after ſome 
time, I began to reflect how I had ſpent 
my time, ſometimes almoſt all day and 
night playing at cards, which I now 
thought was wrong; and how 1 had | 
res pleaſur res on the Sunday, namely, 


going 
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going to foot- ball playings, and other 
ſports, which 1 had eagerly EE? | 

- Ons time, e I was * a great 
concourſe of people on the Sunday, at a 
foot - ball play, the cry came, that Bicker- 
ton, namely my Father, was bringing 
the conſtable, which was the gecaſion of 

brave ag. gd al none "beak: 8 5 

much. 7 F 


"Rena —__ wie 6 at ſchool, 
as already hinted, that I had done wrong, 
and by reflecting on it gave me much 
trouble, I thought I would go to church 
on the Sunday, for we had no other 
place of worſhip near us, and ſeek for 
other pleaſures in the week, concluding 
it could not be wrong to do ſo then. 


8 


Sven was my ſpirit and principle, al- 
ways ſtriving againſt any thing that made 
me ſorry, ſeeking nothing but carnal plea- 
ſure to pleaſe or give me joy: but let me 
follow pleaſure in the week as much as 1 
would, or go to church on the Sunday in 

p20 


. 
the morning, and read, or what I would, 
yet (ill I was led to reflect; neither could 


I now forbear reflecting on what had paſt, 
which ſtill gave me much trouble. 


. for my going to church, or reading 
books, it was of no fignification to me ; 
for though my parents had taken fo 


much pains to teach me religious things, 


and J had ſo great a liking to, and defire 
for learning of another kind, and went 
through the moſt part of arithmatic, 
even through decimals, and near all kinds 
ol menfurations, ſuperficial and ſolid, 
yet fo ignorant was TI of religious things, 
that I knew no difference between one 

part or another: yea, though I had heard 

the Bible read, and read it myſelf, and 
heard it explained, and alſo read many 
religious books, yet I knew nothing more 
about law or goſpel, myſelf being a nner, 

Chriſt. being a Saviour, or heaven or hell, 
than if I had been brought up among 


heathens. Indeed I obſerved fince, that 


4 church Pre. I then heard, ee 1 


| E 5 
on human ability for [people to reform. 
However it made no difference to me 
then, let him preach what he would, ur 
let me read about what I would; I 
thought it was all good, and began 
rather to like it, and divine ſervice was 
not ſo irkſome to my diſpoſition, | 1. wa 
So I went on for A time, h 
religion on the Sunday, and the pleaſures 
of the times in the week; but I was ſtill 
led to reflect, neither could J forbear; and 
trouble till ariſing about ſabbach-break- 
ing, made me follow my pleaſures more 3 
but now the pleaſures did not fatisfy; for 
let me be in the purſuit of what pleaſures 
1 may, they appeared trivial, and rather 
vain, and went on contrary to my mind; 


for when I now played at cards I gene: 


rally loſt, and though I had not been 
accuſtomed - to gambling, nor to layi 


_ wagers, nor playing for much, yet T 


not like to loſe, neither was I uſed to loſe 
before ; but ſo it was, that all pleaſures 
which I now had, were ſo imbittered 70 


. ; | 


SL] 25d 


me, that inſtead of ſatisfying 
me grief; neither did my religion 


4 
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and by reflecting I grew worſe and worſe: 
then I thought I would ſeek more plea- 


ures, and buy more books; and accor- 
dingly, unknown to the family, I went 


to dancings; but this did not do: I tired 
my body, and increaſed the trouble of 


my mind. This, after a while, was 


alſo imbittered to me, the ſame as others, 
though the muſic rather pleaſed, ſo that 
induced me to heh a German flute. 3 
Tuus 1 went on for a time, eagerly 
ſeeking happineſs and pleaſure, but till 
became more miſerable. About this time 
it happened, that-my Father had a very 
excellent mare, that coſt” him twenty 
guineas, when three years old in the 
rough, which Iwas adviſed to have entered 
to run for the plate. This mare I kept 
too well, and was too bold i in riding her, 
ſo the ran away with me, and threw me 
ſeveral times very dangerouſly before ſhe 


Was much uſed; but ſhe met with a 
misfortune ſoon, for ſhe was lamed and 


died, and well it was, for ſo bold and 
reſolute was I, that I was determined to 


* a 4 


* her, wild a as ſhe was, though T had 
uch 


IP" 
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ſuch very dangerous falls, yet ſo wonder- 
fully was I pteſerved by Providence, that 
I was not hurt in the leaſt; Oh! how 
amazing was the goodneſs of God towards 
unworthy me, both in ſparing and pre- 
ſerving me! 


Bux this time I was weatied of all 
eatrhly enjoyments; neither did my re- 
ligion ſatisfy, though all this while I had 
been very religious in my way on the 
Sunday, and beginning to be a little ſo iu 
the week, for whenever I heard talk of a 
religious book, I was determined to buy 
it as ſoon as ever I could meet with it. 
One time I heard of a book that gave an 
account of the life of our Saviour and his 
apoſtles ; well, I thought that would be 
ſomething very famous, but neither this, 
nor my religion, nor any thing elſe, gave 
me any pleaſure now, and f being led 
Nil} to reflect, it increaſed my trouble 
more; beſides almoſt deſpairing of hav- 
ing happineſs or pleaſure in any thing. 


Azovrt this tithe 4 new period com- 
menced. My pafents heard of the ſtu- 
C dents 


1 1 


: * of the academy at Abergavenny, 
Coming to a place called Long- town, 
about four or five miles off them. So 
after they had been, they talked much 
about them, and ſeemed greatly pleaſed. 
Then I had a mind to go, ſeeing them 
ſo much pleaſed with it; and when TI 
went, I liked it; the young men ſeemed 
ſo earneſt and ſo devout, and I liked what 
they ſaid, though now I knew very little 


or any thing of the meaning of n they 
laid. 


Tur people at Long-town informed 
us, that the ſtudents came there from 
Lady Huntingdon's College likewiſe ; fo 
my parents, myſelf, and ſometimes my 
two filters, went to hear both, and I liked 
both pretty well. Now I was for ſome 
time a little eaſy, and thought I would 
leave off all my old pleaſures, neither ſeek 
new ones; but as ſoon as ever I heard of 
dancing, or horſe-race, away to them I 
was drawn s and if card-playing was 
where I was, I muſt play with them, 
though it was with me the ſame now 


das it had been before, or worſe, yet the? 
+ 


. they 
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they were ſo imbittered to me now, and 
J had been ſurfeited with them ſo: much 
before, my diſpoſition was ſo much 
for them, that I could not leave them 


off. 


By this time I began to have ſome 
idea of being righteous, and that the 
Lord would fave them; accordingly I 
reſolved to leave off going to any plea- 
ſures, and would be more righteous, ſee · 
ing the young men ſo earneſt in prayer, 
though I had ſeen my father and brother, 
already mentioned, and many others, 
1 thought I ought to pray, and ſo 1 
would ; though I neyer thought it neceſ- 
ſary, nor even any thing about it, till 
now. When I began to do this, namely 
to pray, it was ſtill worſe and worſe with 
me, for this was the hardeſt work I 
ever met with in my life. I could not 
tell what to ſay, neither could I do it; 
beſides I was afraid of ſomebody coming 
into the, room, and catching me. at it, 
ſo afraid was I of being ſeen to be Fo 
ous, and ſo reſerved was I that I never 


X — told any NY of the trouble of my mind, 
G 2 but 
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but, however, now I thought I muſt pray, 
let praying be ever ſo hard, and being of a, 
reſolute ſpirit, pray I would ; accordingly | 
I took a book that had ſome prayers in it, 
and read them; but then I thought I 
thould pray as the young men did, with- 
out a book; yet ſtill, when I tried, I 
knew not what to lay, neither could I 
remember the words in the prayer that 
I had read in the book. Well, I would 
write them out; but neither, could ] 

remember them then. Now what to do 
1 did not know, for ſeeing the young men 
ga on ſo, 1 entirely deſpaired of making 
myſelf righteous, but begun to think 
myſelf the greateſt of ſinners; for by 
reflecting , and taking a retro; pective view 
of my Tee, I thought now that I had 
done wrong, not only in following the 
| vanity of. the world, and more ts by 
doing i it on the Syaday, | 


I REMEMBER that on a certain. time 
when my father's men had left the oxen 
at the waggon, and juſt as I and my 
father came to therh, they were ſo en- 
angled, that one of chem was likely to 

have 
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have his neck broken with the yoke, 
having great difficulty to get it off him, 
I faid, ** Gd d— n the yoke,” which. 
made my father ſay, in the time of the 
fright, Lord bleſs us.” This rather 
ſtruck, me at that time, but I ſoon forgot 
it; and though it was eight, or ten 
years ſince this affair happened, yet it 
came as freſh into my mind, as if it had 
not. been eight or ten minutes ſince; 
now I was ſo knocked. down, that I was 
in 2 miſerable ſtate indeed, for I fongd 
I:could do nothing but that which. gave 
me trouble in the doing of it, and aftes 
it was done. 


As for ſpeaking: about religion, ſuch 
Way my pr ide and ignorance, that I never 
durſt, for fear I ſhould. be aſked ſama 
| 2 which I could not anſwer. Sp 

it was that I, kept all my. troubles, ta 
myſelf, and ſa unhappy. as I was, yet I 
always ſtrove to appear chearful, leſt I 
ſhould be aſked, what was the matter. 


In, this miterable. ſtate I continued un: 
tit a certain time that, a young man from 
| Aber» 
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Abergavenny preached from thoſe words, 
% When Chriſt, who is our life, ſhalt 
appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear with 
him in glory,” Col iii. 4. He was fo 
exceeding earneſt in ſhewing that thoſe 
who had Chrift now to be their preſent 
life, by juſtifying them, by making them 
righteous with his righteouſneſs, and 
fanctifying them with his Spirit, ſurely 
afterwards ſhould go to heaven; and 
thoſe that were made ſenſible of their. 
ſinfulneſs, and on account of it became 
miſerable, and alſo were made ſorrowful, 
when likewiſe they could find no righ- 

teouſneſs, neither in or of themſelves, and 
were made willing to receive Chriſt any- 
how or way ; thoſe that are brought to 
him as finners and miſerable as they are, 
he will in no wiſe caſt out, John vi. 37. 

From hence a ſmall gleam of hope aroſe 


in my mind; I thought the young man 


preached wonderfully ; I never had any 
idea of this before, they that come 
unto me I will in no wiſe caſt out;” 


Come, ſinners as you are, miſerable as 5 
you are, he will in no wiſe caſt out. I 
was willing now to de ſaved by him 


any-how or way, and had ſuch a fight 
and ſenſe of Chriſt's ability, and willing» 
neſs to ſave thoſe that did eome to him 
as excited in me ſuch joy and e 


that 1 cannot utter. 


THE trouble that aroſe in my mind 
by reflecting on the vanities that I had 
ſo eagerly purſued, for ſome time before 
this, I thought it was wrong to do ſo, yet 
could not forbear, yea even doing ſo on 
the Sunday, and ſwearing likewiſe : the 
trouble that aroſe about all this was 


n taken away. 


ISA. things now appeared quite in a 
different light. Before, it always appear- 
ed to me that I was to make myſelf 
righteous by doing right; but now it 
appeared that I was to be made righte- 
ous by the Saviour, for thoſe that came 
to him though they were ſinners, 'he 
would in no wiſe caſt out; no; they 
would ſurely go to heaven and happineſs; 
Now my mind being eaſy, and being ſo 

much pleaſed and delighted with theſe 
things, that ſuch pleaſure and joy | aroſe 
1 


L 4 
in my mind, that the world appeared to 


me in another form to what it had done 
before. The toad along which we w nt 
to hear preaching, ſeemed bad and. dan- 
, gerous, but now it ſeemed, in compariſon, 
like a - bowling-green ; the hedges and 
trees appeared beautiful, and all creation 
ſeetned w ſmile. Before, all Creation 
appeared gloomy ; every thing was fo 
imbittered to me, that I could have no 
Joy nor pleaſure in any thing. 


80 es chene wh now in my ſpi- 
rit and piinciple, that I was not inclined 
towards the pleaſures of the world, nei- 
ther did they influence my mind. 


 Havine fo much joy and pleaſure in 
and from teligion, that I was wholly 
dran to it, and thought that I ſhould 
- Hike to have nothing to do with any thing 
but ie. I intended now to talk about 
religion, about the love of Jeſus in coming 
ts ſave ſinners, which love I had no idea 
ef before z but then, being among profeſ- 
ſors, arid hearing the miniſters go on ſo 


hater F thought, ſo that I was 
afraid 


1 =s 1 

afraid of 3 leſt 1 ſhould d n 
_ Tag | 8 

I. Nor nds bad a 5 to talk of 
religion, but, ſeeing and hearing the ſtu- 
dents, I imagined I ſhould like to be my- 
ſelf a miniſter; but then, thought I, what 
could I do? I was afraid of ſpeaking 
about religion, much leſs to preach: I 
could ſoon learn, thought I'again, were 
I with them a little while; but then I 
could not conceive of any means 0 
ee 1 80 5 come to be one. 


9] Erh my 3 a1 998 a miniſter 
bang thus ſquaſhed, I contented; myſelf 
to remain as I was, being ſo well pleaſed, 
and fo full of joy, eſpecially ſometimes 

when I have been in my room by myſelf, 
and led to meditate on religion, the love 
of Chriſt elevated my mind, that I could 
not forbear leaping : ſo likewiſe when 
I have been walking alone I have been 
much. elated ; and often when by my- 

ſelf in bed, my thoughts, then being led 
to divine things, the love of Jefus hath 
enamoured my ſoul that I could not for- 
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bear ſinging. Indeed now I wat fo happy 


and-delighted, that I was continually 
ſinging hymns, or tuning tunes of that 


kind to myſelf, not to any body, for I 


* was reſerved ſtill; beſides, I was afraid 


( 


of appearing religious leſt I ſhould not 
always be fo, and then they would tell 
88 and make game of me, 14005 


— 1 had book 1 in t this Way, 
after my ſelf· righteous ſpirit was in & 
meaſure. broken, and I was) brought, 5 in 
ſome degree, to believe in Jeſus, and 
though a ſinner, yet to believe that he 
would: in. no wiſe caſt me out, likewiſe 
th: be affected with the love of Jeſus, 
| Providence ſo ordered it, for me to drop 
into company with Mr. Jefferis, and Mr. 
| Greenrod, at an uncle's houſe of mine, 
at a place called Lythwogd, Near. Shrew!- 
bury, and I was pleaſed! much with both, 


pl ere ww Thai Jefferis. 


In. ge 101d me that on a certain 
ume, ſoon after, they were to be at ano 
her relation 's houſe of mine, near 
Ne where J had 

| derer 


7 
never been, and with * 1 had no 
acquaintance; and though it was far 
out of my way, yet ſo much was I 
pleaſed with Mr. Jefferis, that 1 promiſed 
to meet him there, which I did, and was 
received very kindly, "Drs. ad 


Tuts was in the Chriſtmas time, and 
the company being great, one room, 
thaugh large, was not large enough for 
all, another room was made ready, and 
a -part of the company was deſired to go 
there, the younger part therefore ſepa- 

rated, and I being young went with 

them. 3 210 20 0943 


I. Borg the young candid reader will 
not be difpleaſed with me for relating 
the occurrences that befell me in the 
courſe of my life, becauſe, as I am giving 
account of the Lord's tender dealings 
with me, in making me ſenſible 'of 
my need of a Saviour, likewiſe willing 
to receive Jeſus as the One Thing need- 
ful, and happy, yea joyful in believ- 
ing in him; ſeeing; I ſay, he has ſo won» 


n loved me, as to do theſe great 
Ar D 2 things 


. 2 — . 


things for me, and hath had mercy on 
me; likewiſe, in the courſe of his provi- 
dence, he hath brought me through” 'fo 
_ turnings and windings, that in 
doing this, hon. oh: aim 105 * right, "and 
to be exact. day 


L 

Wer. ſo fooliſh even row was J, that 

I went with the young ones, and as ſoon 
as we entered the room, | behold a great 
fire, and plenty of ſeats about it, but on 
the better ſide was a large two- armed 
chair, in which I muſt fit, being the 
greateſt ſtranger, and accordingly 1 did. 
Then ſome diverſion we muſt have, ſo 
the cards were brought, and placed on a 
table in the midſt, and I, along with the 
reſt, drew my chair towards the table, 
but it being old, it unjointed, and when 
1 fat in it again, it fell all to pieces, and 
I fell down in the ruins; this occaſioned 
not a little laughter, neither did it ſoon 
end: ſo it was now with me as it uſed 
ta be; in fome way or other, all fancied 
pꝓleaſures were imbittered to me, and well 
enough it was for me, becauſe I left the 
| ny Pa of the he deer mipiſters. 
. ArTER 
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Ar xen this I thought of this my unele 
9 ſpoken of) being intimate wirh 
the Rev. Mr. Gentleman; ſo I thought 
I would write to him, for to ſpeak to him 
ahout my entering into the miniſtry; I told 
my uncle how long it was ſince my mind 
was ſo inclined, which was not a year; 
and he ſent me word that the Rev. Mt. 
Gentleman adviſed me to go to ſome good 
ſchool for a year, and then, if my mind 


remained the ſame, I might come to his 


academy. Accordingly I went to the 
Rev. Mr. Williams, of Oſweſtry, who 
had juſt ſet up a ſchool there. 


| Wurn I firſt went/ there, I 1 the 
Latin grammar, which at firſt was hard, 
neither did it become eaſier when I en- 
tered into it, but the further I went the 
harder it was. Well, thought I, if I 
can come to know this that I may begin 
to conſtrue, then I ſhall manage it; but 
now it was a deal worſe; it was now ſo 
exceeding . hard that I almoſt deſpaired 
of ever knowing it. Then I had a mind 
to read , to learn logic, to learn to 

6 write 


| — 
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write ſhort hand, to learn to ſing by 
notes, und to ſtudy the globes, with Dr. 
Watts's philoſophy. To all theſe I 
zapplied in courſe, neither did I entirely 
lay aſide the Latin, fo eager was I for 
Jearhing, as indeed, ever ſince I can 
remember, I had a great liking to 
and deſire for it; but having ſo many 
things in hand at once, my mind was 


confuſed with them, inſtead of . 
en 
Ass for religion, 1 e not let much, 


jf any, of that appear, becauſe, being at 
ſchool, in the character of a fig 1 


thought I would keep from the religious 
people, and attend to my honoured 
tutor as much as I could; but my tutor, 
who was the honoured and faithful ſer- 
vant of the Lord the Rev. Mr. Williams, 
already mentioned, obſerving that I kept 
myſelf'cloſe, and was reſerved, told me 
of ſome of the religious people meeting 

at certain times for prayer, and the rea- 
ſon why he went not was, becauſe, in 
the firſt place, having much to do, he 
had not time, ad ſecondly, decauſe the 


e 
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peop ple would be more free among them- | 
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x Now ag my tutor talked to me about 

the prayer-meeting, and ſeemed-ta have a 

mind for me tq go, I thought I ought and 
therefore would go, but would not ſpeak 
about religion, nor pray if I could any 
way avoid it; however, after I had been 
among the religious people! a: little while, 
they aſked me to read, ſo I did: and after 
ſome time they aſked me to pray among 
them, but I refuſed ; however, being 
urged by them to it ſeveral times, at 
length T went to prayer, being not a little 
afraid, with knees trembling and hands 
ſhaking, this being the ſecond time that 
I ever prayed in public; the firſt time I 


prayed 1 in public was at my ſiſter's: houſey 


who was very zealous. for religion, who i 


has been already ſpoken of. There being 

2 book with prayers ſuitable on any oc» 
9 fo I took the book rather boldly, 
and began; but in going on, ſomething 
came in my mind that weakened: my 
fight and dazzled my eyes, that Þ could 
not fee the print fo as to read it, 

4 | wo Ir 
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£. this ſtrait 1 — Sa ariſing 

in my mind to ſay, which was for the 
Lord to be merciful to us for Jeſu's ſake, 
and to manifeſt his love to us, with 

1 which I ended pretty well without being 

mch aſhamed: but, after the ſecond 
time that I prayed in public, I was fo 

confounded and aſhamed that I knew not 

_ What-to| do; for being exerciſed with fo 
much fear, that I myſelf ſcarce knew 
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IAN now to wiſh that 1 bad had no 
| pe of the miniſtry. I wiſhed like- 
wiſe to lay aſide the learning which I had 
been fo eager: for. I rather heſitated about 
going or not any more among the reli- 
pious people. However when the next 
time came I went. 1 thought it was na 
diffetence now whether I went or not, for 
to be ſure they would never aſk me to 
pray, or do any thing elſe again; but the 
next time I went 1 was afked again to 
pray, ſo I did not refuſe; and, being of a 
betalen * went on in prayer readily. 
= | | After 
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After I had: gone on ſo a while, began 
to think what the people would think 
and ſay of me, and I imagined that ſome 
thought and ſpoke rather ſlightly of me by 
what a good old man ſaid, when many of 
us were together, which was, that tho'the 
beginning may be ſmall, yet in time, by 
application and exerciſe, it may become 
great.” This word often encouraged me 
to hope that I was a believer. But, re- 
ſpecting the miniſtry, I thought I would 
think-more about it. 


My faithful tutor told me, that unleſs 
I were very religious, and had great gifts 
for preaching, he would not adviſe me by 
any means to enter into it, However, if 
I had a mind for the miniſtry, the year 
now being ended that I was with him at 
ſchool, he would adviſe me to go to Dr. 
Davis at Abergavenny ; but by the time 
I was at home, which was about four- 
ſcore miles off the ſchool that I was at, 
J was indifferent about the miniſtry. 


My father, liked and was very defirous, : 
for me to go to Dr. Davis; but after 1 
E had 
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had been at home awhile, I was deter- 
mined to go no where, and fo declined all 
thoughtsof the miniſtry. However, while 
I was out this year at ſchool, there was a 
great reviyal of religion at my father's 
houſe, the ſtudents of Lady Hunt- 
ingdon's College were invited there; ſo 
they preached in the houſe, and ſuch a 
thing ſcarce ever being heard talk of in 
that country before, therefore it being a 
new thing, the people came very much to 
hear, and great was the work which the 

Lord began and carried on, for my pa- 
rents were much edified. A brother and 
two ſiſters had divine impreſſions made 
on their minds, beſide I hope many others 
likewiſe. 


Now if I would ſtay at home, at home 
I muſt preach; ſo I did, The Lord en- 
larging my heart and giving me utter- 
ance, I began to ſee it clear, and to be 
more eſtabliſhed in the belief of the fall- 
en ſtate of man ; that his ſin brought him 
into this miſerable ſtate; and in the be- 
lief of the ſalvation of man being by 
Chriſt, and likewiſe that it was the love 
Fe of 
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of Chriſt which cauſed him to come to 
ſave us. 


Now I began to be again affected witn 
the love of Chriſt, which had flamed in 
my heart about a year and a half, or two 
years before, and though reſerved as I 
was, and almoſt confuſed with learning, 
that it was nearly extinguiſhed, yet now 


it began to burn again, 


Tu ſtudents hearing me preach, told 
the Counteſs of Huntingdon of me, and 
ſo ſhe left off ſending the ſtudents as 
uſual. I and my two ſiſters went to hear 
the ſtudent on the Sunday morning, 
but none coming, I was preſſed on to 
preach, and accordingly I did. The 
people encouraged me then to go in 
the evening to the other place; and at 
night I preached at my father's houſe, 
without any premeditation, not expect- 
ing to preach until the time came that 1 
muſt begin, The contents that I 

| preached were concerning the love of 
Chriſt, which cauſed him to come and 
die, 


ws 
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die, that ſuch unworthy ſinners as we all 
are, might have everlaſting life. | 
Wx were expecting a ſtudent at other 
times, but being diſappointed, I ſupplied 
his place. 


AFTER I had continued doing ſo for 
half a year, or near, being remarkably 
carried on and aſſiſted by the Lord, the 
people confeſſing that they were ſatisfied, 
and likewiſe much refreſhed, talk aroſe 
about my going to the college: my rela- 

tions were for my going, and the religious 
friends aſked why I did not go? 


Nou being brought into the miniſtry 
by my relations, and I myſelf finding 
great delight and pleaſure in it, I was 
defirous to continue in it, and accordingly 
was induced to go to the college, | 


BEixd there, I was ſtill eager for learn- 

ing, ſo I began the Greek tongue, and 
great pains did my moſt worthy precep- 
tor, the Rev. Mr. Phillips, take to help 
me on in it; but having ſo great a thirſt for, 
and 
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and deſire after learning, I was not con- 
tented with one thing only, but muſt 
apply to many. I wanted to learn the 
Hebrew and French tongues, My pre- 
ceptor did not ſeem willing for me to 
apply to ſo many things at one time, but 
there being ſome of my fellow-ſtudents 
who knew the Hebrew and French, I 
uſed to be enticing them, as much as 1 
could, to teach me them. ; 


So I went on for half a year, or near, 
in all, one time with another, eagerly 
following learning, and preaching in my 
turn, moſtly three times on the Sunday, 
and twice or thrice in the week; but at- 
tending. to learning ſo very much, and 
not enough to divinity, a deadneſs of 


ſoul, a leanneſs of mind, and barren» 


neſs of heart came on, and though 
I was aſſiſted in prayer and preaching, 
and the people were refreſhed and edified, 
yet my zeal for religion was much abated, _ 
my fervency of ſpirit in religious exers 
ciſes was much leflened, and religious 
ſervices becoming rather irkſome to me, 


I found 
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+ found an ecinilticgaels to engage. in 
them wid v2 


-Anovt this time I heard talk of miniſ- 
ters being called to the miniſtry, and 
having ' proofs, or evidences of their being 
called by the Lord. This led me to 
think what proof I bad of being called, 
and what it was that induced mt to enter 
into it. I thought it could not be for 
the ſake of the world's gain, becauſe 
when 'I firſt entered into it, I was 
ſo much delighted with religion, that 
1 looked on the riches of this world with 
contempt in compariſon - to that, yea 


3 though I was told that if I continued in 


the way in which I then was, I ſhould 
ſoon purchaſe an eſtate of about three 
hundred a year, but my mind being 
fo very much influenced with religion, 
I did not mind it, ſo then it could not 
be for worldly gain. But then did ] ſeek 
his glory, and for religion to flouriſh * | 
Why, I thought that I would wiſh to 


honour the dear Redeemer all I could; _ 


and wiſhed to do good, eſpecially for the 
. of his cauſe; beſides Chriſt and 
| his 
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his love get cone me fo, that I thought 
if others felt the ſame, they would be 
forever praiſing him; yea ſo warm was 


J for religion, that I could not bear to 


hear any body talk, or be merry about 


any thing elſe. Whenever religious peo- 


ple were drawn with levity, I could not 
forbear, but muſt reprove them. 


Sen! have been in the miniſtry, my 
heart has been enlarged in prayer, - Thad 
liberty in - preaching. I. found much 
ſweetneſs in miniſtering in holy things. 


The people, likewiſe, that were the moſt 
religious were ſatisfied and refreſned; ſo 


I imputed this ſpiritual deadneſs to my 
applying too much to learning the lan- 
guages, and not enough to divinity; then 


I . thought it would be better when 1 


went out from the college, and accor- 


dingly I was ſent out into Somerſetſhire, 


where 1 had more encouragement and 
ſucceſs. 


THERE was a good man in Froome, who 


uſed to riſe and leap in the tinie of preach- 


ing, when his paſſions were moved, and 


his 
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his mind elevated, neither could he 


forbear. 


On a certain time that I preached 
there, from thoſe words in Matt. ix. 12. 
They that be whole need not a phy- 
fician, but they that are fick;” and in 
dwelling much on the great bleſſings of 
the goſpel, and the freeneſs of them to 
ſinners, it pleaſed and elevated his mind 
fo much, that he leaped up in the time 
of preaching, and cried out aloud, throw- 
ing his arms around, Glory to God, 
Glory to God, Glory to God; who not 
having cried out before for ſome time, 
ſurprized the congregation exceedingly, 
and leaping up ſo ſuddenly, and crying 
out ſo loud, a young lady fainted, who 
was obliged to have water brought her. 


Ox place that I was at, an old pro- 
feſſor turned againſt me, and that did me 
a deal of good, for religion was at a very 
low ebb there. The profeflors were few, 
-and thoſe few that were, ſeldom attended 
to engage in the Lord's ſervice. I hav- 
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ving ſufficient evidence of myſelf being 
right, and him being wrong, which made 
me reſolute to go on, and the other pro- 
feſſors attended better, and were much 
for me, and others were taught to ſeek 
the Lord, ſo that we had ſoon a large 
congregation, and ſo it was at other pla- 
ces, inſtead of the people going leſs, 
they went more, which I had been and 
was much afraid of, 


Wer then, I thought that J had ſuf- 
ficient evidence of myſelf being called to 
the miniſtry by the Lord. For when I 
began to be religious at firſt, I was afraid 
of appearing ſo, leaſt I ſhould not hold 
out, ſo that my father told me that I 
ſhould ſoon throw my books aſide, ſo that 
I was afraid of appearing religious, until 
I was led in ſome meaſure to believe that 
the Lord had begun a work of grace in 
my heart, and meeting with that paſſage 
of ſcripture, which ſays, Philip. i. 6. 
« Being confident of this very thing, 
that he which hath begun a good work 
in you, will 2 it until the day of 
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red with it, and the people would leave 


Lua 
Tuts led me to hope that I ſhould 


not leave off; but yet when I was: out 
- a preaching, I was afraid I ſhould; grow 


off coming to heax;; but finding they 
came more, and that others, who were 
not profeſſors, came and began to ſeek the 
Lord, induced me to think that my 
preaching, and the people's bearing, was 


of the Lord, and therefore the Lord would 


ME it; on, ria 51 Till to, PAP. 


= yet I had ather things which gave 
me trouble, 1 perceived then, and had 
done before, evil thoughts ariſing in my 
mind, which I did not think ſo bad. of, 
until J met with thoſe words that fay, 
« the thought of fooliſhneſs is . 


Prov. iv. 9 


In 8 illneſs, which was, like to 
—⁰ on a decline, and porcei ing ſo many 
evil, vain, and fgoliſh thoughts ariſing in 
my. heart, which I had felt ſomething of 
before, bub 1 uſed to think I ſhould go 
better, and inſtead of that I found myſelf 
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go worſe and worſe; ſo that [ chought | 
I 59219 Noz be a true believer. | 

1 this. time 1 met in a book 
entitled, 4 Marſhall's Golpel-myſtery of 
Sanctifi cation, which book did. me much 
good. + perceived that after I had done 
ever lo much, I was {till an unprofitable 
ſervant, {ll a ſinner, as in and. of myſelf, 
and myſt ſtill come to Chtiſt as ſuch, to 
be ſaved by him, and muſt derive comfort, 
joy, and ſtrength continually from him; 
and though the ſoul grew more and more 
holy, and more meet for heaven, by the 
ſanctifying influences of the Spirit of 
God; yet by his illumination, we Are en- 
lightened to ſee. the ſinfulneſe of our 
hearts, the miſerableneſs of dur nature, 
through fin, the hatefulneſs and oftenſiver 
neſs of ſin to God, and the injuriouſneſs 
of it to our ſouls and bodies; ſo, conſe- 
quently, the more we are enlightened, 
the more we ſhall. fee it, and, of courle, 
as long as we temain; in this imperfęct 

ſtate, the more experience. hs 050 2 
divine ge I yl 
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| Ws ſhall be enlightened by the Spirit 
of God to perceive more and more of{this, 
by which Spirit only, it is diſcoyered to 
us,-and of courſe we ſhall be taught and 
enabled to eſteem Chriſt more highly, 
as a complete remedy for fin ; ſeeing his 
glory, we ſhall admire him; perceiving 
| his love to us, will beget love in us to 
Bim; and, ſo far as he enables us, we 
ſhall live a righteous and holy life here, 
to him, in obedience to his divine com- 
mands z accordingly I was n about 
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O Bur now I began to chink more than 
1 had done, whether or not there was 
any condition in the work of our ſalva- 
tion to be performed by us. I had often 
thought much about it, and have heard 
ſome that were for and ſome againſt it, 
and by examining the ſcriptures on that 


: point, I was rather led to think that there 8 


was no condition 1 in the work of ſalvation 
to be performed by us, becauſe Chriſt 


himſelf had eomapleatly finiſhed the work 
of 


8 
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of ſalvation in our fend un "A 
it was not needful to be done twice; | but > 
then ſome ſcriptures that contained con- 
conditions, I could not very well get 
over, nor could I be tightly fatisfied 
about it, until 1 met with a book of Da 

Watts's, entitled, Orthodoxy and Cha 

rity united, which book, as I thought 

then, and now! believe I was not wrong, 
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Tur Doctor ſhewed chat e engl 

tion did not imply that we were to perlt 

form it with our 6wn ability, neither was | 
there any merit aceruing to us from its 

being performed by us; but if we were 

not partakers of thoſe divine giſts, by 

which we were only enabled to perform 

theſe: conditions, which we are all abſo- 


lutely in need of previous to our going 
to heaven, we * of l wn 135 to 


hell. 
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By this time I found my zeal for reli- 
gion again revived, and Ikewiſe my mind 
influenced more with love; ſo the ſum- 


mer 
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er 4 I found popes 
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+I /was ſceniſed to vieach! at than quar- 


* ler- ſeffons, held at a certain place in 


gomerſetihite, ſo that if any behaved un- 
ſeeinly, they are liable to be ne 
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Howrvxna 1 began now to think of 
ſettling in the miniſtry, and what way 
Ticould ſattle in it; for the Counteſs of 
Huntingdon's miniſters were chiefly un» 6 
ſettled then, and fince I was with ber ſhe 
hidleft tho eſtabliſhed church, andthediſ- 
enters, to whigh,;: 8 . was nee tho 

was connected. f 10 235: 
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- Baqur this tin 1 is, 2 Sa. 
frolnythe BleQ Lady, withiorders for mo 
return to the college, which was a 
great privilege and favour of the moſt 
_ rable Lady, 


L "My father being * mt. 1 I uſcd 


to alk leave to go to him, and preach 
about 


16 
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about there, and ſhe uſed to prfsorf i 
paticularly not to neglect the learning, 
before I went abroad to wer . 
Nun un 

Now aer I had been abroad ea 
ing, ſhe was ſo kind as to let me return 
to the college for the ſake of learning 
but I went to fee my father in my te- 
turning, . and he being poorly, I ftayed 
with him about. a. quarter of a yea, 
before I wrote to her ladyſhip to let her 
know, and when I did, I informed her, 


that my Father was poorly, and wanted 


me, ſo. I had been preaching about Where 


he was, and had been with him maſt. of 


the time ſince I received her letter, . alſo 
requeſted of her for me. ta fan . 
with him. | 


Ir was long before I received an 


anſwer; however at length ſhe ſenk 


word by the tutor, for me. ta ar i 
* father. f 10 


1 GOOD while * this, I had bed 


of the. Kev. Mr. Millen of Kidderminſter, 
| . who 


/ 


p 


who was ſpoken very highly of, and I 
had long wiſhed to be with him, think- 
ing that he might be a means of helping 
me into the eſtabliſhed church ; ſo I did 


- not chooſe to ſtay in Herefordſhire to 


preach, but. went to the Rev. Mr Miles ; 


for ever ſince I had been in the miniſtry, 
my mind was inclined towards the church, 


on account of receiving the firſt divine 
| impreſſions under the W Mr. Decour- 
ſey. * | 


; 2 IJ examined the doc- 
trines and ſervices of the church, and, ſo 


far as I could diſcern, thoſe things which 


were the cauſe of diſenting, went rather 
fax, but appeared to me to be Wr 
and non — 


' Wan I we to the Rev. Mc, Miles, 
I was informed that I muſt have more 
learning before it would be convenient 
for me to go to the Univerſity ; for hav- 
ing ſo great a thirſt for it I choſe to go 
there. Before, I laid it rather aſide, and 


5 gave Oy 1 "1 to miniſter in holy 
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r 
things, ſo J applied chiefly to the Latin 
and Greek at firſt, and after to Algebra; 
and fo diſpoſed was I for it, and finding ſo 


much internal ſatisfaction from it, that 1 
applied to it with the greateſt pleaſure, 


X 


Now while I was with the Rev. Mr. 
Miles, I was enquiring about the unive- 
fities, and couid not hear but of one col- 
lege that was ſuitable for a perſon to go 
to who was really religious, that was a 
college in Cambridge, called Magdalen, 
but on account of religion, was ſtigma- 
tized with the name of Methodiſt-Col- 


lege. 


Azour this time providence frowned 
exceedingly on my father, that it was 
not convenient for him to ſupport me all 
the time; yet I was encouraged to hope 
that I had acquaintance who would aſſiſt 
me, ſo I went on applying to learning, 

and in particular to the mathematics, as 
I was informed that it was neceflary ; but 
being drawn to-preach at adjacent places, 
and detained with my father, when- 
ever I went to ſee him, dred me much, 
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that it was found neceſſary for my moſt 
humble and conſcientious preceptor to 
give his teſtimony of the ſufficiency of 
my learning before I was admitted into 
the univerſity, that I began tobe afraid 
of my tie being too far gone for me to 
go there: However I was ſtill hindred fo 


much that I could not apply to learning 
half my time. 


ABovuT this time ] loſt as dear a friend 
as any I had in this world; yet, though 
my loſs was great, her gain was far 
greater. The trial to me was great, but 
yet having ſo ſure and certain hope of her 
being at reſt in the arms of her Beloved, 
it was a great relief to my ſorrow. 


Tux loſs I am here ſpeaking of, was 
my dear. mother. I ſuppoſe none could 
be more devoted to the Lord than ſhe 
was, and had been fo for a long time. 


- Herr language uſed to be, 66 Jeſus 1s 
all, Jeſus is all, my Jeſus is all to me.“ 
On a certain time I was reading that part 


/ of 
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of ſcripture, which ſays, © By grace are 


ye ſaved through faith, and that not of 


yourſelves, it is the gift of God,” Eph. 
ii. 8. Not of works :''-—** No, ſays 
ſhe, not of works; all our ſalvation is by 
the grace of Jeſus; I can do nothing; 
my Jeſus ſaves me,” | 


SHE was ill but a ſhort time before the 
died, —In the time of her illneſs ſhe 
looked with a ſmile upon all about her. 
She received every thing with a ſmile, 
and her mind ſeemed eaſy and compoſed 
to the very laſt, | 


Tus night before ſhe died, two miniſ- 
niſters came to the houſe, which pleaſed 
her greatly. The next morning, being 
aſked how ſhe was ? ſhe anſwered, that 
ſhe hoped ſhe was better, and ordered 
breakfaſt to be put for the miniſters, and 
a ſervant to come to aſſiſt, and ſhe ſhould 
be ready for prayer, but ſhe was juſt rea- 
dy for praiſing in heaven. <2 
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No ſooner was breakfaſt began, but 
word came, that it was thought my dear 
mother was dying, which cauſed us ſoon 
to leave it. I entered the room firſt, and 
as I opened the door, her two hands were 
folded together, her eyes lifted up, and 
ſinging that hymn, as the ſervant ſaid, 
which begins, 


My God, my life, my love, 
To thee, to thee, I call, &c.” 


IT heard her ſay, My God, as I came into 
the room, as ſhe ſat on the fide of the 
bed, the ſervant holding her; and as the 

family entered, the expired, in the man- 
ner ne 


Tur ſtruck us all exceedingly, coming 
ſo ſuddenly, and fo unexpectedly ; but 
not to ſorrow as if without hope, fog 
though I could not forbear weeping, yet 
at times I had much ſpiritual joy. 


In. the time of the burial, as we 
were going to the church, theſe words 


were much! in my mind, 
56 Why 
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„Why ſhould we tremble to convey 

Their bodies to the tomb; 

There the dear fleſh of Jeſũs lay, 
And left a ſweet perfume !” 


From which words I received much com- 
fort ; however, not digrefling farther, 
but returning to ſpeak of myſelf, 


SoME time after this I returned to my 
ſtudies ; and there was now a very great 
turn in providence," for it was with my 
father, in a degree, as it was with Job, 
Providence now ſmiled on him exceed- 
ingly, and increaſed his ſubſtance greatly, 
ſo after I had applied a while longer to 
the Latin, Greek, and the Mathematics, 
I ſpoke to the Rev. Mr. Miles, my moſt | 
conſcientious and pious preceptor, about 
writing to the Univerſity. 


I HoPE no one will be ſo vain, nor take 
the liberty of cenſuring, on account. of 
my reſpecting ſo much, and ſpeaking fo 
highly of my honourable tutors, for I 

. eſteem 
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eſteem it an honour to have their com- 


pany „and to enjoy their inſtructions. 


Mx grandfather was pupil, as my fa- 
ther informs me, to the Rev. Mr. Philip 
Henry, already ſpoken of; which may 
be a privilege that will reach generations 
yet to come, Accordingly my preceptor 


gave his teſtimony to the Univerſity, of 
the ſufficiency of my learning; and the 


tutor at the college ſent an anſwer, that 
as my time was far gone, he would 
adviſe me to enter into the church, with- 


out coming to the Uniyerſity. 


'  ABovrT this time I met with one Tow- 
good, and ſome other diſſenters, who 
were for my going to an academy; but 
being drawn to preach, and eſpecially 


in Herefordſhire, where I now am, and 


where, though there are many adverſaries, 
yet juſtly may it be ſaid, there is a great 
door, and effectual opening to me; ſo I 


_ defer going any where. I have had three 


adjacent places offered me to preach in; 
and at the fame time, I have been, and 
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am now much drawn to preach, out of 


doors, and great concourſe of people 


attend, behave well, and are very atten- 
tive. 


May much good be done in the name 
of the holy Child Jeſus, is the fincere de- 
ſire, and earneſt prayer of your friend and | 
ſervant in the goſpel, 
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Oh! let all our praiſe, 
Both now and always, 


Be to thee, dear Jeſus, the Ancient of days. 


His love 1s moſt ſtrong, 3 

He ſuffer'd great wrong, | | 

That we may be join'd to the heavenly © 
throng. | 


